
A s we enter into the 21st Century, the institutional order of the
world is in transformation.  In all levels of human governance,
global, transnational, national, sub-national, local, neighborhood,

and household, the ways in which humans interact and organize gover-
nance processes have changed. The reasons are partially rooted in the
changing attributes of the physical world (as in transportation and techno-
logical innovations) and the changing nature of governance strategies
("rules in use" as in the interplay of law and public policy) in overcoming
some governance problems.  At the global and international levels, as the
end of the Cold War opened up a fundamental problem about world order,
this global transformation gained considerable attention from both practi-
tioners and theorists alike.  Scholars have maintained that this transfor-
mation is due to increased global interdependence, globalization, democ-
ratization, expansion of trade, technological innovation, and environmen-
tal degradation (Held and McGrew, 2000; Keohane, 1995; Krasner, 1995;
Sakamoto, 1994).  This global transformation is reconfiguring the future
of both the nation state and the international system as a whole.  Although
states remain central players in international politics, non-state actors
(profit and not-for-profit actors) have made strikingly positive advances in
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Pak Mun (or Moon) villagers marching to protest against Pak Mun Dam, Dec. 20, 2002 
(Photo: Tun Myint)
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public policy and governance perspectives, is defined
as "denationalization" meaning that the traditional
state "no longer has a monopoly on the policies it cre-
ates and promulgates, but must increasingly cooper-
ate, bargain, and partner with other states and entities
to achieve its goals" (Aman, 1998: 791-816, 2002:
1697; Delbruck, 1993, Hart, 1994).  The riparian
states in both the Mekong and the Rhine River Basins
are confronting this phenomenon.  Increased partici-
pation and pressure from non-state actors and local
communities are reshaping the ways in which interna-
tional environmental regimes, the Mekong River
Commission (MRC) and the International

Commission for the
Protection of the
Rhine (ICPR),
function in prac-
tice.  

In recent years, in
the policy prescrip-
tions and develop-
ment loan packages
of international aid
agencies including
the World Bank to
developing coun-
tries, the roles of
non-state actors
and local commu-
nities have been
increasingly recog-

nized as key factors in implementing various policy
programs that are agreed and negotiated among states.
Some twenty years ago, the roles of non-state and
local actors were marginal in practice and in theoreti-
cal interpretations of international affairs.  Today,
these forces still emerging "outside the system" are
treated as highly important influences on the dynam-
ics of transnational environmental regimes.  I would
further argue that they are key forces in reconfiguring
the state-centered institutional order of the world. 

In my dissertation, I take on a challenge to offer an in-
depth analysis of how non-state and local actors are
impacting the reconfiguration of transnational envi-

the creation of transnational environmental regimes
and in their effective functioning (Princen and Finger
1994; Wapner, 1996; Lipschutz and Mayer, 1996).
This is the case in the governance of the environmen-
tal resources of the Mekong River Basin and the Rhine
River Basin.  How and why are non-state actors and
local communities influencing these transnational
environmental regimes?  How and why do transna-
tional regimes transform their institutional order to
face these challenges?  What are the non-traditional
(non-state) sources of rule-making and rule-reconfig-
uring forces of transna-
tional environmental
regimes?  What are the
consequences of global
transformation to the
authority, policy, and
laws of nation states?
These questions require
observing, capturing,
and analyzing patterns
of governance that are
occurring "outside the
system," as Douglas R.
Hofstedter (1979: 36-
38) put it, not in the sys-
tem of traditional inter-
national relations that
focuses only on so-
called states and their
relations.

From the practitionersÕperspective, the World Bank in
its 1999-2000 World Development Report argues that
there are two forces shaping the global transformation.
These are "globalization" (as in "continual integration
of countries of the world") and "localization" (as in
increased "desire for self-determination and devolu-
tion of power") (World Development Report
1999/2000: 31).  Indeed, these two forces are recon-
figuring the transnational environmental governance
of the Mekong and the Rhine River Basins.  Scholars
contend "globalization" as a whole is composed of the
two forces that the World Bank reported to have been
shaping the world.  Therefore, globalization, from the
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Pak Mun Dam, November 11, 2002
(Photo: Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand)
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From December 12 Ð 15, 2002, approximately
40 scholars, policy-makers and former treaty
negotiators from nine countries came together

in Stockholm to participate in a seminar entitled
"Fractured Consensus? A Reflection on the Future of
Sustainable Development after Johannesburg."  The
seminar was a dual effort both to reflect upon and dis-
cuss the aftermath of the Johannesburg World
Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD); and
to inspire critical thinking of the authors of the forth-
coming manuscript project, currently entitled: Global
Challenges: Furthering The Multilateral Process For
Sustainable Development.

Endorsed by IDGEC in Spring 2002, the project and
the forthcoming volume ultimately seek to analyze
and understand three decades of multilateral environ-
mental policy makingÑpaying close attention to the
last ten years since the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED).  It is
hoped that lessons learned through this project will
contribute to subsequent discussions on how to
achieve effective environmental regimes.

Accordingly, the
four-day Stockholm
seminar was divided
into two main parts.
The traditional
Swedish winter
drink of glšgg and
gingerbread inaugu-
rated the two-day
public session held
December 12th and
13th. The public ses-
sion featured a thoughtful keynote address from
retired Swedish Ambassador Bo KjellŽn. Ambassador
KjellŽn spoke about the past thirty years of
"Multilateral Environmental Diplomacy". He noted
that "new approaches in international governance"
are now defined increasingly by the issue of "sustain-
ability" instead of in terms of "cold war political con-
cerns."

KjellŽn added the role of sustainability in internation-
al governance means increasingly, international poli-
cy decisions are driven by emphasis on "the precau-

tionary principle,
natural science and
the influence of
social science;" and
"broad horizontal
approaches" to deci-
sion making that
increasingly involve
"civil society" (i.e.,
"NGOs at the local
level").

Three panels fol-
lowed Ambassador KjellŽnÕs keynote remarks.  Panel
one focused on the "WSSD and Globalization".
While panels two and three focused on "Institutions

Global Challenges:
Fur thering the Multilateral Pr ocess forSustainable Development

Michael Dorsey

Global Challenges - continued on  page 4 

Co-Editor, Michael Dorsey

Co-Author, Adil Najam

Group Session, international seminar: "Fractured Consensus? A
Reflection on the Future of Sustainable Development After
Johannesburg." Stockholm, 12 - 15 December, 2002
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for Global Governan-
ce for Sustainable
Development" and
"The Road Ahead"
from Johannesburg
respectively. The sec-
ond portion of the
four-day seminar
served to inform and
inject expert insight
and advice for the
editors and contribu-
tors of the forthcoming volume.

On December 14 volume editors (Angela Churie
(Sweden/Kenya), Elisabeth Corell (Sweden), Michael
Dorsey (USA) and Gunnar Sj…stedt (Sweden)) con-

tributors (Lisa Van Well (USA), Stacy VanDeveer
(USA), Ambuj Sagar (India), Adil Najam (Pakistan),
Pamela Chasek (USA), Lynn Wagner (USA), Konrad
von Moltke (Germany), Peter Doran (Ireland), and
Wagaki Mwangi (Kenya)) and a portion of the con-
ference commentators met to discuss various facets of
volume.  The discussion was enriched by the previous
dayÕs invigorating exchange over the post-
Johannesburg policy developments.  It is anticipated
the volume will go to press in early 2004.  

The seminar was organized by the Swedish Royal
Institute of Technology and the Swedish Institute of
International Affairs. Fiscal support was provided by
the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency and
the Swedish funding agency FORMAS.

Michael Dorsey is a predoctoral fellow at Dartmouth College in
Hanover, New Hampshire. He can be reached at dorseym@umich.edu

Co-Editor, Angela Churie

In Memoriam: Virginia Walsh

V irginia Walsh passed away on January 24,
2003 after fighting a courageous battle with
cancer.  Virginia was an

Assistant Professor in the
Department of Political Science
at Rutgers University, Newark
campus. As executive officer of
the IDGEC International
Project Office (IPO) from 1999
to 2000, Virginia helped launch
the project on the Institutional
Dimensions of Global
Environmental Change. 

A fter she resumed her
duties at Rutgers, Virginia continued her
association with IDGEC as a Research

Fellow, developing a partnership between the
Rutgers-Newark Center for Global Change and
Governance and IDGEC.  Her doctoral student,
Tatsuya Nagata, was the first visiting scholar to work
at the IDGEC IPO. Her research focused on examin-
ing the links between institutions and the production
of knowledge. For several years Virginia coordinated
IDGEC sponsored panels at the annual meetings of

the International Studies Association that addressed
these linkages. Finished at the time of her death, her

book manuscript, "Global
Institutions and Social
Knowledge" will be pub-
lished by MITPress. 

Her family has set up a schol-
arship award in Virginia's
name at Rutgers University
for students pursuing
research on global environ-
mental issues.  To make a
contribution to this fund send
checks to the Rutgers

University Foundation. Indicate on the memo line the
donation is for the Virginia M. Walsh Memorial Fund
and  mail to: Amy Kirner, Development Office, Hill
Hall Rm 324, Rutgers University, 360 Dr. Martin
Luther King Blvd, Newark, NJ 07102.  

Virginia is deeply missed by all in the IDGEC com-
munity.  We send our heartfelt condolences and sym-
pathy to her husband, Sandeep Prasada, and the rest
of her family.  

Syma Ebbin

Global Challenges - continued from page 3 



ronmental regimes in the Mekong and the Rhine
Basins.  In so doing, I will analyze two cases of dams
in the Mekong and three cases of Rhine pollution
cleanup regime respectively. The Mekong and Rhine
Rivers both flow through national borders of riparian
states, and because of this, coordination among these
states is required to prevent violent conflicts and to
enhance good governance of resources.  In order to
develop and enhance coordination and governance in
both basins, the riparian states in each watershed have
established transnational regimes. In the Mekong
River Basin, the Agreements on the Cooperation for
the Sustainable Development of the Mekong River
Basin, signed in 1995, established the Mekong River
Commission (MRC).  It is composed of four lower
riparian countries, Lao P.D.R. (PeopleÕs Democratic
Republic), Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam while
two upper riparian countries, China and Myanmar,
have observer status in MRC.  Similarly in the Rhine,
the riparian states in 1950 established the
International Commission for the Protection of the
Rhine (ICPR).  ICPR is composed of five riparian
states Ð Switzerland, France, Germany, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands and the European Union.  

My field research in both the Mekong and Rhine
River Basin is guided by four related questions.  First,
why are the roles of non-state actors and local com-
munities considered key factors of the institutional
order in the current global era but were not twenty
years ago?  Second, what are the origin and empirical
reasons behind the power of non-state actors who are
influencing institutional changes in the Mekong and
the Rhine?  Third, why and how do non-state actors
influence transformations in the traditional regime
and what are the consequences to the authority, poli-
cy, and law of state? Finally, can the empirical evi-
dence of the Mekong and the Rhine regime transfor-
mations help us construct a theoretical foundation for
institutional adaptation by which states and non-state
actors act together to achieve projected goals?

There is abundant literature on the study of top-down
impacts from centralized supranational and national
regimes on non-state actors and local institutions,
reflecting the public policy prescriptions and prac-
tices during the last half of the 20th Century.
However, the global transformation requires us to

Strength of ÒWeakÓ Forces - continued from page 2
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think in different ways about the system in which we
used to live in order to understand the ways in which
transformation occurs.  Recognizing the role of these
non-traditional forces in the reconfiguration of the
institutional order within and outside traditional inter-
national regimes is not easy for traditional scholars
who are trained in thinking about "the state" and its
relations with other "states."  As a result, there is a
lack of a well tested theoretical foundation to analyze
institutional transformations of such regimes as those
of the Mekong and the Rhine that are incorporating
both the traditional roles of states as well as the roles
of "weak" forces that are transforming these regimes.
My research will contribute to the empirical under-
standing of how these regimes function in a global-
ized world.  I hope to offer some sound empirical evi-
dence from the Mekong and the Rhine to further
develop a theory of "institutional adaptation" or the
transforming nature of the global governance phe-
nomenon.

Tun Myint is IDGEC Research Fellow and Ph.D.
Candidate at the School of Public and Environmental
Affairs and School of Law at Indiana University,
Bloomington, IN, USA.  He is currently Research
Associate at the Regional Center for Social Science and
Sustainable Development (RCSD), Chiang Mai
University, Thailand where he is currently conducting his
field research based in the Mekong River Basin. He can be
reached at tmyint@indiana.edu

References on page 15

Villagers at Nakay Tay listen to officials explaining about the impacts of
dams on their livelihoods (Photo: Tun Myint, January 2003.)



1. Many attempts at coordinating the governance of
regional seas have been inhibited by the inadequacy

of the scientific, social science and
traditional knowledge base. Without
that base, it is impossible to assess
and monitor the health of marine and
coastal biota, fish stocks and marine
and coastal ecosystems, jeopardising

the success of the governance policies. The approach
of ATSEF is to build that knowledge base in advance
of a potentially binding regime.

2. The second reason is prag-
matic. The turbulent events
surrounding the independ-
ence of Timor-Leste strained
relations between the govern-
ments of the littoral states.
ATSEF, with its shared pur-
pose, is also a means of
enabling dialogue as rela-
tions at the governmental
level improve.

Relationship of ATSEF
to the UN World Summit on Sustainable
Development 
As a United Nations World Summit on Sustainable
Development Partnership (Type 2), the other purpose
and objective of ATSEF is to assist the goals of sus-
tainable development and poverty alleviation, specif-
ically for the littoral nations and for the coastal and
indigenous communities, who depend upon the
Arafura and Timor Seas for their livelihood.

As with the provisions of the Law of the Sea
Convention (Article 123), the ATSEF aims to fulfil
these objectives through thorough research into sus-
tainable and alternative livelihoods for the fishers and
coastal and indigenous communities of the littoral
nations.

June 2003 Institutional Dimensions of Global Environmental Change Ñ InternationalProject Office 6

A Regime in Formation: Memorandum of Understanding forthe
Sustainable Use of the Arafura and Timor Seas

Merrilyn Wasson

While global tensions have increased over the
past eighteen months, one turbulent region
has moved to cooperate and

collaborate for the sake of the shared
seas. Given a global fall in fish harvests
as much as 70% in three decades in
many regional seas, the Arafura and
Timor Seas, which are at the global max-
imum for marine biodiversity, are worth sustaining.
And this has been the decision of the governmental
and research agencies of the littoral states of
Indonesia, Timor-Leste (East
Timor) and Australia, with Papua
New Guinea set to join in 2003.

IDGEC has played a decisive role
in the inspiration for the Arafura
and Timor Seas Experts Forum
(ATSEF) and the design of this
evolving institution. ATSEF is a
non-binding forum open to par-
ticipants from government and
research agencies, NGOs, indige-
nous and coastal communities of
the littoral nations, as well as
international organisations which
share its objectives. ATSEF acknowledges that in the
case of semi-enclosed seas, national EEZ policies
will not achieve their sustainable use and develop-
ment goals without collaboration 

Purpose and Design of ATSEF
The purpose of ATSEF is to fulfill the provisions out-
lined in Article 123 of the Law of the Sea Convention
concerning  the governance of semi-enclosed seas,
through the collaboration and coordination of
research, which is essential for the sustainable man-
agement of the living resources and the protection of
the marine environment.

The institutional design deliberately focuses on
research and five research priorities for two reasons:

Sorting rubbish types on Groote Eylandt
(Photo: WWF Australia 2002)



Five Key Foci and Relationship to
Governance of the Seas
Five priority ÔresearchÕfoci have been identified as
the key to governance that ensures sustainable use of
the seas and fulfils the purpos-
es of poverty alleviation and
sustainable development:
They are:

1. Preventing, deterring and
eliminating illegal, unreport-
ed and unregulated  fishing
in the Arafura and Timor
Seas:
Illegal, unreported and unreg-
ulated fishing is a major cause
of unsustainable stock deple-
tion, endangering the survival of species and of
marine and coastal habitats. It prevents the sustain-
able use and development of the seasÕliving
resources.

2. Sustaining fish stocks, sustaining marine habi-
tats and coastal and marine biodiversity: 
Knowledge of the condition of harvested species,
marine biota and of their habi-
tats is the essential prerequisite
for wise management of the
living resources.

3. Understanding the marine,
coastal, and catchment sys-
tem dynamics of the seas:
A profound understanding of
the system dynamics of the
seas is fundamental knowledge
for the sustainable use of the
seasÕliving resources.

4.  Assisting sustainable and/oralternative liveli-
hoods forcoastal and indigenous communities:
Research and action undertaken to ensure sustainable

livelihoods and the well-being of indigenous and
coastal communities is essential to the pursuit of
ATSEFÕs objective of poverty alleviation and sustain-
able development 

5. Improving capacity for
data information, manage-
ment and sharing between
the littoral nations of the
seas:
Without information sharing,
the knowledge base for the
sustainable management of the
seas and use of its resources
will not be accessible to man-
agers, government agencies,
coastal and indigenous com-
munities, commercial opera-

tions and other stakeholders who require it. Data
management is also essential to prevent wasteful
duplication of research.

The Opening of National ATSEF Secretar-
iats and the Signing of the Memorandum

On World Environment Day,
June 5, the Indonesian National
ATSEF Secretariat will be
opened by the Minister for
Marine Affairs and Fisheries in
Jakarta. National Secretariats in
Timor-Leste and Australia will
open in the second half of 2003.

It is expected that the
Memorandum of Understanding
between the participating agen-
cies will be a signed agreement
in time for the next meeting of

ATSEF, to take place in Timor-Leste in September,
2003.

Dr. Merrilyn Wasson is Regional Coordinator for ATSEF. She
can be reached at:merrilyn@coombs.anu.edu.au

Community Survey at Groote Eylandt - net pile
from 2km beach (Photo: WWF 2002)

Release of entlangled turtle from platform in
Timor Sea (Photo: Woodside 2002)
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Knowledge for the Sustainability Transition
The 2002 Berlin Conference on the Human Dimensions of

Global Environmental Change
Frank Biermann & Sabine Campe

gov.org). It was endorsed by two IHDPcore projects,
Institutional Dimensions of Global Environmental
Change (IDGEC) and Industrial Transformation (IT),
with additional endorsement by the Federation of
German Scientists and the German Association for

the United Nations, Berlin-
Brandenburg Chapter.

Key note speakers included
the chairs of two major
research and assessment pro-
grammes, Rajendra Pachauri
of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
and Coleen Vogel of the

IHDP; the chairs of two
important sub-programmes,

Oran Young, Chair of the IDGECIPO, and John
Schellnhuber Chair of the Global Analysis,
Integration and Modelling (GAIM)project of the
International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme
(IGBP), as well as two leading decision-makers and
practitioners in this field, Christian Patermann, direc-
tor of the Environment and Sustainable Development
Programme of the European UnionÕs directorate-gen-
eral for research, and Hansvolker Ziegler, the chair of
the International Group of Funding Agencies for
Global Change Research. The conference was sup-
ported by the German Federal Ministry for Education
and Research, with additional contributions by the
Volkswagen Foundation and the Heinrich Bšll
Foundation. A luncheon in honour of Dr. Pachauri
was hosted by the Ambassador of India in Germany.

Altogether, about 220 colleagues from 29 countries
participated in the 2002 Berlin Conference, with alto-
gether 111 plenary and panel presentations.

All papers, including the proceedings volume, will be
made available at:
www.glogov.org and www.environmental-policy.de.
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The transition to more sustainable development
paths requires new advances in human knowl-
edge: knowledge about the social causes that

affect global environmental change and unsustainable
production systems, knowledge about the characteris-
tics of the earth system and
the likely consequences of
global environmental
change, and knowledge
about policy options that
allow human societies to
achieve the transition to
greater sustainability. The
scientific community has
responded to this challenge
through the creation of new
research programmes
designed to bring together
global researchers with a variety of backgrounds and
from all world regions for joint research, notably the
International Human Dimensions Programme on
Global Environmental Change (IHDP). Despite all
efforts, however, the existing knowledge base and its
political implementation remain insufficient. But
how can we do better? Do we need new kinds of
knowledge or new ways to generate knowledge?
How can social and scientific institutions be
designed, and possibly reformed, to generate sustain-
ability-relevant knowledge? And what are the impli-
cations of the current knowledge base, and the ways
it is generated and distributed, on societal decision-
making for global environmental protection? 

These themes stood at the centre of the 2002 Berlin
Conference on the Human Dimensions of Global
Environmental Change, held 6-7 December 2002 in
Berlin. The conference has been organised, on behalf
of the Environmental Policy and Global Change sec-
tion of the German Political Science Association, by
the joint Global Governance Project of the Potsdam
Institute for Climate Impact Research, the
Environmental Policy Research Unit of the Free
University of Berlin and Oldenburg University (glo-

Professor Petschel-Held, Oran Young, Coleen Vogel



Theme I: Generating Sustainability KnowledgeÑ
How Can We Do Better?

A first cluster of presentations and panels addressed
the generation of sustainability knowledge. For
example, one of the challenges discussed at the 2002
Berlin Conference has been the development of indi-
cators for social processes that can assist in the for-
mulation of political response strategies. Quantitative
as well as qualitative models have been presented,
ranging from foresight methodologies and participa-
tory scenario analysis to scenarios for improving
regime effectiveness and participatory technology
assessments. Also, a number of models for stakehold-
er dialogues and participatory approaches in scientif-
ic knowledge generation, as well as
methods to combine computer model-
ling with deliberative methods, were
presented in Berlin. Equally impor-
tant for an understanding of the
human dimensions of global environ-
mental change is the careful examina-
tion of local and indigenous knowl-
edge and belief systems that influence
decision-making, which has been
examined by a number of participants.
Finally, most advances in knowledge are part of larg-
er research groups and national and international
research programmes that have themselves become
the object of intense academic debate. Several papers
presented at the 2002 Berlin Conference have
analysed such endeavours, including case studies on
research programmes in Israel, the European Union
and various of its member states.

Theme II: Sustainability Knowledge in Political
Decision-makingÑHow Can Knowledge Be
Better Used?

Most scientific effort in the field of global environ-
mental change will eventually inform decision-mak-
ers in the public and private spheres. However, the
processes by which sustainability knowledge gener-
ated within science can reach and interact with socie-
tal actors remain insufficiently understood and have
been the key concern of one of the two semi-plenary
Knowledge Conversations at the 2002 Berlin
Conference. Also, the influence of academic research

programmes and their findings on societies and on
political actors has been at the centre of a number of
panels, as well as the role of knowledge in the inte-
gration of national environmental policies and the
question of capacity building for knowledge-genera-
tion through public agencies.

Knowledge flows reach beyond public authorities.
Private actors, such as nongovernmental activists
groups, the media, education institutions, national
advisory boards and local decision-makers, are
important consumers of sustainability knowledge,
too, and often they are an integral part of the very
process of knowledge generation and knowledge
transfer. The 2002 Berlin Conference included

detailed case studies in this field. 

Finally, civil society can only make
use of sustainability knowledge if the
information is publicly available.
This makes the Ôright to knowÕever
more important which has been
enshrined in several pieces of recent
national and global legislation.
Access to information is also key to
the uptake of new technologiesÑbe

they environmentally benign or riskyÑin the domes-
tic context. Within North-South relations, it remains
critical to consider how a transition to global sustain-
ability could be slowed down by Ôknowledge dividesÕ
between North and South. Substantial attention at the
2002 Berlin Conference has focused on greater
access to new technologies as a way to bridge such
divides.

Theme III: Sustainability Science and Earth
System AnalysisÑWhat Ar e the Challenges for
Social Science? 

The challenge of global environmental change has
given rise to a variety of proposals for how the glob-
al scientific endeavour in this field could better be
structured, including novel approaches such as earth
system analysis and sustainability science. For politi-
cal science and other social sciences, these integrated
interdisciplinary approaches pose significant chal-
lenges. A possible institutional link is the new Earth

Sustainabillity - continued on page 11

Rajendra Pachauri 
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determining the causal role of international regimes,
(2) a volume of essays based on papers prepared for
conferences organized by IDGECÕs flagship activity
on the Performance of Exclusive Economic Zones,
(3) a volume of essays based on case studies carried
out under the auspices of IDGECÕs flagship activity

on the Political Economy of Tropical
and Boreal Forests, and (4) a special
issue of the journal International
Environmental Agreements featuring
a series of papers on the relationships
between institutions and knowledge.
Taken together, these products repre-
sent important contributions to
thinking about IDGECÕs science
questions and analytic themes.

The IDGEC Network now includes 462 individuals
located in about 50 countries. And the range of col-
laborative efforts endorsed by IDGEC continues to
grow. The most recent endorsements include (1) the
project "Developing a Post-Kyoto Policy
Framework" and (2) the Global Governance Project.
More information on these endorsed projects can be
obtained at our new website address:
www2.bren.ucsb.edu/~idgec.

Overall, the IPO has made a relatively smooth transi-
tion from the east coast to the west coast of North
America. The IPO is open for business and ready to
work with members of the IDGEC Network as well
as individuals interested in joining us during the next
phase of research and implementation. 

Oran Young is the chair of the IDGECSSC and can be reached
at: young@bren.ucsb.edu

Recent months have been a time of great change
for IDGECÕs International Project Office
(IPO).  WeÕve moved from our quarters at

Dartmouth College in New Hampshire to the Bren
School of Environmental Science and Management at
the University of California (Santa Barbara). Syma
Ebbin continues to serve as the
IDGEC executive officer, and weÕve
hired a new and very capable office
administrator, Maria Gordon. This
newsletter is the first of two issues to
be produced in 2003 and the first to
come to you from our new California-
based IPO. 

At UCSB, the IPO is embedded in a
new Program on Governance for Sustainable
Development which in turn is a research unit of the
Bren School of Environmental Science and
Management. The Bren School is an interdisciplinary
graduate school featuring both a two-year profession-
al masters degree and a PhD program. Graduates of
the Bren School work in the public sector, in the pri-
vate sector, and in a wide range of NGOs. The estab-
lishment of the Program on Governance for
Sustainable Development represents a major step for-
ward in internationalizing the curriculum and the
research programs of the Bren School. The work of
the IDGEC IPO will both benefit from and contribute
to this development.

As a mature but still relatively young global environ-
mental change research project, IDGEC has moved
beyond the developmental stage and is now begin-
ning to produce significant results. In the pipeline at
this time are (1) a volume of essays on methods for

New Home forthe IDGEC International Pr oject Office
University of California at Santa Barbara
Bren School of Environmental Science &
Management
4526 Bren Hall
Santa Barbara, CA93106-5131, USA

Ph: US country code + (805) 893-8437   
Fax: US country code + (805) 893-6113  
Email: idgec@bren.ucsb.edu
Website:http://www2.bren.ucsb.edu/~idgec

Syma Ebbin
IPO Executive Officer
E-Mail: saebbin@sbcglobal.net

View from balcony of IDGEC IPO

IDGEC IPO Up and Running at UCSB
Oran R. Young
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Sustainabillity - continued from page 9

System Science PartnershipÑwhich includes the
social science programme IHDPÑand in particular
the 23 questions advanced by the GAIM project of
the IGBP, which were presented at the conference by
John Schellnhuber, the chair of the GAIM project.
Some of these questions directly relate to the social
sciences, for example analytical questions such as
number 23, "What is the structure of an effective and
efficient system of global environment and develop-
ment institutions", or normative questions such as
number 18, "What kind of nature do modern societies
want?"

In the panel discussions, many of these challenges
have been addressed from a wide array of angles.
Some panels, for example, focused on transdiscipli-
narity, while others took up the challenge of sustain-
ability science. Those questions have also been at the
centre of the second semi-plenary, Knowledge
Conversation, Sustainability Science: What on Earth for? 

Taken together, global environmental change chal-
lenges the way in which knowledge is generated, syn-
thesised and distributed. It challenges, too, the social
sciences as an academic endeavour. The role of
knowledge in the societal response to global environ-
mental change has thus been at the centre of the 2002
Berlin Conference on the Human Dimensions of

Global Environmental ChangeÑwhich we conceive
of as a series of multidisciplinary dialogues among
experts from all major regions of the world, with
political science at its core and as its centre of gravi-
ty, and with a view to the solution of societal prob-
lems and to the adaptation of political science to the
new challenges of global environmental change.
Future Berlin Conferences will, we hope, remain
faithful to this research programme. The upcoming
2003 Berlin Conference, which will be organised by
Dr. Klaus Jacob of the Environmental Policy
Research Unit of the Free University of Berlin, will
address the theme "Governance for Industrial
Transformation" and will be held 5-6 December
2003. We hope that as many of our colleagues from
abroad and from Germany will continue to participate
as enthusiastically as they have in 2001 and 2002.

Frank Biermann is chair of the Environmental Policy and
Global Change Section of the German Political Science
Association and he also chaired the 2002 Berlin Conference,
and can be reached at biermann@glogov.org. Sabine Campe
was Manager of the 2002 Berlin Conference. She can be con-
tacted at  campe@glogov.org.

M aria Gordon joins IDGEC from an adminis-
trative position in the Student Af fairs
Division of the University of

California at Santa Barbara, the new
home of the IDGEC International Project
Office. 

With a background in freelance editing
and writing, Maria moved from Britain to
the United States in 1993. Her work as a
dogged activist on environmental matters
has continued without interruption, focussed mainly
on the acquisition of open space for passive use by
the public. In consultation with experts in law and the

New Office Manager at the IDGECIPO

natural sciences, Maria regularly prepares responses
for scoping hearings and to environmental impact

reports and management plan proposals.
She also spends far too much time helping
to organize local grassroots campaigns. 

MariaÕs educational, childrenÕs, mass mar-
ket and health publications have thus far
been largely unrelated to the environmen-
tal field. They include childrenÕs short sto-
ries, an early literacy series, various

humorous texts, HamlynÕs The Fancy Dress Party
Book, paperbacks on nutrition, and a twelve book
childrenÕs Simple Science series.
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Potential for Collaborative Coastal
Research to be Explored

Discussions among several global change projects
are getting underway to explore the potential for col-
laborative research focused on coastal systems.
IDGEC, along with the IGBPprojects GLOBEC and
LOICZ and the IHDP project on Global
Environmental Change and Human Security
(GECHS), will begin discussions at the 3rd IGBP
Congress to be held in Banff, Canada in June 2003.
It is hoped that the discussions will continue at the
Open Meeting of the Human Dimensions of Global
Environmental Change Research Community to be
held in October 2003 in Montreal, Canada. 

THINK! - Special IDGEC Issue of
International Environmental Agreements

In March 2003, IDGEC sponsored two panels focus-
ing on the relationship between knowledge and insti-
tutions at the annual meeting of the International
Studies Association (ISA) in Portland, OR. The
papers presented at these panels will form the basis
for a special issue of the journal International
Environmental Agreements, published by Kluwer. 

IDGEC executive officer, Syma Ebbin will edit the
issue, which will be dedicated to the memory of
Virginia Walsh who spearheaded IDGECÕs cross-
cutting research Theme on Institutions and
Knowledge (THINK!).

For more information on the Kluwer Journal of
International Environmental Agreements, visit:
http://www.wkap.nl/journal/

Global Governance Project Receives
IDGEC Endorsement

IDGEC has endorsed the Global Governance
Project, a joint research Project of the Potsdam
Institute for Climate Impact Research, the Free
University of Berlin and Oldenburg University.  The
project is investigating international institutions,
political processes, organizations and other actors
that influence the emerging system of global envi-
ronmental governance. There is a specific focus on
issues of institutional and organizational effective-
ness, learning processes in environmental policy,
institutional inter-linkages, the role of private actors
in governance systems, and models of global democ-
racy.   Three research groups have been formed:
Managers Of Global Change: Effectiveness And
Learning Of International Organisations (MANUS),
Multiple Options, Solutions And Approaches In
Climate Governance (MOSAIC), and  The Quest For
Global Democracy (GLODEM).  The Global
Governance Project also hosts the Indo-German
Forum on International Environmental Governance.
Other research areas include Science and Global
Governance, Environment and Security and Power
and Ecological Interdependence.   For more infor-
mation, contact  project leader, Dr Frank Biermann,
at:
biermann@pik-potsdam.de or glogov@glogov.org.

Scoping Begins  on IDGEC Policy Links
Publication Series 

Preliminary scoping has begun on the first install-
ment of IDGECÕs Policy Links Publication Series.
The initial topic that has been selected will explore
the relative differences, applications and merits of
two different institutional trends in coastal zone
management: decentralized versus integrated man-
agement systems.  It is envisioned that after the
scooping paper is completed, the writing group will
be selected and a phase of research and writing will
proceed. Check with the IDGEC website for devel-
opments. 
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Edited PEEZ Volume Underway

PEEZ flagship activity leader, Alf HŒkon Hoel, along
with IDGEC executive officer, Syma Ebbin and
PEEZ research fellow, Are Sydnes are in the process
of putting together an edited volume of papers pre-
sented at PEEZ Workshops over the past three years.
The volume will examine the governance effects of
the exclusive economic zones (EEZs) and focus on
case studies form Southeast Asia and boreal waters.
A publication date of 2004 is planned. 

Duke Workshop Postponed

The PEEZ Workshop, convened by IDGEC research
fellow, Frank Alcock, originally  planned for April
2003 at Duke University has been postponed until
November, 2003.  It is envisioned that another com-
petitive call for paper proposals will be advertised.
Stay tuned to the IDGEC website for updated infor-
mation on the workshop. 

APN funds GCPSocial Science Research
Initiative

The Asia-Pacific Network (APN) for Global Change
Research has funded the research proposal entitled,
"Integrating Carbon Management into Development 

Strategies of Cities Ð Establishing a Network of Case
Studies of Urbanisation in the Asia-Pacific."  The
project proposal was developed collaboratively by
several IDGEC affiliated researchers, including PEF
scoping report co-author Louis Lebel and IDGEC
research fellow Antonio Contreras in conjunction
with the Global Carbon Project.  The project will
draw on research on emissions and urban manage-
ment and develop a series of case studies in cities in
four countries (Chiang Mai, Manila, Delhi, and
Jambi) to address how carbon management can be
integrated into development strategies for cities. 

IDGEC Endorses Efforts to Develop a Post-
Kyoto Policy Framework

IDGEC has endorsed an international collaborative
research endeavor aimed at developing a post-Kyoto
policy framework.  The researchers will develop and
analyze a series of  policy scenarios for the second
commitment period negotiations. Research collabora-
tors include IDGEC SSC member, Taishi Sugiyama
of JapanÕs Central Research Institute of the Electric
Power Industry, Kristian Tangen and Henrik
Hasselknippe of the Fridtjof Nansen Institute,  Axel
Michaelowa of the Hamburg Institute of International
Economics,   and Jiahua Pan of the Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences. 
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July 11-14
Politics of the Commons: Articulating
Development and Strengthening Local Practices
Regional Center for Social Science and
Sustainable Development (RCSD)
Chiang Mai University, Thailand
For more information, visit:
http://rcsd.soc.cmu.ac.th/V2003/
Contact: rcsd-con@soc.cmu.ac.th

August 4-22
Global Change Institute: Urbanization, Emissions,
and the Carbon Cycle
Boulder, Colorado
This institute will convene young natural and social
scientists, engineers, and urban planners to critically
examine the most environmentally significant inter-
action of cities with their environments.For more
information, contact Amy Freise at afreise@agu.org

August 17-21
The International Association for the Study of
Common Property (IASCP) Northern Polar
Regional Conference
Alaska Pacific University, Anchorage, Alaska
For more information, visit:
http://www.indiana.edu/~iascp/alaska.html or con-
tact Michelle Curtain at iascp@indiana.edu

September29-October3
World Conference on Climate Change: Basic
Concepts
Moscow, Russia
For more information,  visit:
http://www.meteo.ru/wccc2003

October 8-10 
The Global Water System Project (GWSP- former-
ly Joint Water Project) Open Science Conference
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, USA
The GWSPis a new activity of the Global
Environmental Change Programmes, IGBP, WCRP,
IHDP and Diversitas. Central GWSPtheme: human-
induced changes to global water cycle, the social
and biophysical feedbacks of these changes, and the
associated biogeochemical cycles and the biological
components of the global water system. Visit:
http://gwsposc.sr.unh.edu/program.shtml

October 16-18
Open Meeting of the Human Dimensions of Global
Environmental Change Research Community
Montr eal, Canada 
For information, visit:
http://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/openmeeting/

October 30-31 
Adaptive Research and Governance in Climate
Change 
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 
This conference aims to critically assess the possi-
bilities for applying the concepts of adaptive man-
agement and adaptive capacity to the problem of
research and policy in global climate change and to
do so at multiple scales. Contact Paul Robbins at
robbins.30@osu.edu.

November16 - 20
Young Global Change Scientists' Conference
Trieste, Italy
For more information, visit:
http://www.start.org/links/cap_build/young_scien-
tist/ys_conference/ys_conf_organ_committee.html

December1-3
Transitions in Agriculture and Future Land Use
Patterns
Wageningen, The Netherlands 
Submission of abstracts due by 1 August 2003
For more information, contact:
f.m.brouwer@lei.wag-ur.nl

December1-4
The Open Science Conference: Global Change and
the Terrestrial Human-Environment System
Mor elia, Mexico
For more information, visit: www.gcte.org 

December5-6
Berlin Conference on the Human Dimensions of
Global Enviromental Change: Governance for
Industrial Transformation
Berlin, Germany
For more information, contact the conference office
at  BC2003@zedat.fu-berlin.de or visit:
www.environmental-policy.de
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Upcoming Events, 2003
IDGEC would be pleased to hear about events you would like to see featured. Contact: idgec@bren.ucsb.edu
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If youÕd like to receive a copy of IDGEC news,
send us your name, institutional affiliation, mail-
ing and email address, and weÕll put you on our
distribution list. If youÕd like us to remove your
name from our network list, please let us know.

email: idgec@bren.ucsb.edu
phone: (805) 893-8437 
fax: (805) 893-7064 
website:http://www2.bren.ucsb.edu/~idgec

This newsletter is based upon work supported by the National Science Foundation under Grant No. 0080786 and the International
Human Dimensions Programme.  Any opinions,  findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of
the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation or the IHDP. 


